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REF: LONDON 3432; STATE 54440; CAIRO 1414; STATE 55972 

1. UPON RECEIPT CAIRO REFTEL MARCH 20, WE APPROACHED 
FCO OFFICIALS (EGYPTIAN AND CYPRUS DESK OFFICERS) WITH 
US REQUESTS PER STATE REFTEL. WE ANTICIPATE NO PROBLEMS 
WITH BRITISH REPLY. 

2. IN INFORMAL NAVY-TO-NAVY MEETING AT USNAVEUR WITH 
RAD MCCAULEY'S PARTY MARCH 20 (PRIOR TO WHICH CAIRO 
TELEGRAM HAD BEEN RECEIVED) ROYAL NAVY OFFICERS MADE IT 
CLEAR THEY SAW NO PROBLEMS WITH US REQUESTS. THEY ALSO 
MADE SUGGESTION THAT BRITISH WORK UNDER ADMIRAL 
MCCAULEY S COMMAND, BUT THAT WAY BE FOUND TO INVOLVE 
EGYPTIANS TOO, PERHAPS THROUGH ACCEPTANCE OF TITULAR 
OVERALL COMMAND BY AN EGYPTIAN ADMIRAL. MCCAULEY AGREED 
TO TAKE REQUESTS INTO CONSIDERATION. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 LONDON 03543 211023Z 

3. PURSUING EGYPTIAN REQUEST (CAIRO’S PARA 5) MCCAULEY 
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WILL MAKE FIRST VISIT TO CAIRO MARCH 22 (SEE USNAVEUR 
SEPTEL). IT IS POSSIBLE HE AND HIS TEAM COULD MEET 
BRITISH RECONNAISSANCE TEAM BEFORE IT DEPARTS MONDAY 
OR TUESDAY. RN OFFICIALS BELIEVE THIS WOULD BE USEFUL 
FROM TECHNICAL POINT OF VIEW. 

4. INFORMAL FCO ESTIMATE TO US IS THAT HMG AGREEMENT TO 
OUR USE OF CYPRUS SBA AT AKROTIRI, AS REQUESTED, IS 
LIKELY TO BE GIVEN BY WEEKEND OR EARLY NEXT WEEK. IN 
THIS CONNECTION, FCO OFFICIALS WERE INTERESTED TO KNOW 
THAT GOE IN THE PERSON OF FONMIN FAHMY HAD NOT OBJECTED 
TO BRITISH PARTICIPATION INCLUDING SOME LOGISTIC SUPPORT 
FROM CYPRUS SBA. 

5. BRITISH HAVE NOTED OUR PREFERENCE FOR COORDINATING 
PRIMARILY IN WASHINGTON. HOWEVER, THIS PRESENTS SOME 
TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES TO ROYAL NAVY AND, MORE IMPORTANT, 
BRITISH WONDER IF IT ADEQUATELY TAKES INTO CONSIDERATION 
EGYPTIAN SENSITIVITIES. AS EXPRESSED TO US SO FAR ONLY 
INFORMALLY, BRITISH PREFERENCE WOULD BE FOR WORKING 
COORDINATION TO BE ON THE SPOT IN EGYPT, WITH BOTH WASH- 
INGTON AND LONDON AS BACKSTOPS. 

6. RECOMMENDED ACTION: IN VIEW OF ABOVE WE RECOMMEND 
THAT (L) FORMALIZED COORDINATION BE ESTABLISHED PRIMARILY 
IN CAIRO, WITH LONDON AND WASHINGTON SUPPORTING AS 
REQUIRED, AND (2) THOUGHT BE GIVEN TO WAYS IN WHICH 

TO ASSUAGE EGYPTIAN SENSITIVITIES (ALSO REPORTED CAIRO 
REFTEL). FROM INFO GLEANED OVER PAST WEEK, WE HAVE 
IMPRESSION EGYPTIANS HAVE ALREADY SPOKEN TO BRITISH 
ABOUT DESIRES TO ESTABLISH OVERALL COORDINATING COMMAND 
UNDER EGYPTIAN AEGIS. WE ASSUME THESE WISHES WILL 
COME OUT WHEN ADMIRAL MCCAULEY TALKS TO EGYPTIANS. 
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